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No Personal Identification  

When disclosing the number of reported crimes, do not 
identify the victim or the person accused of committing the 
crime. The Clery Act does not require crimes to be reported 
anonymously. It prohibits personally identifiable information 
from being included in your institution’s disclosure of crime 
statistics. Crime reports made to campus security authorities 
may include personally identifiable information to aid in crime 
investigation. However, you must omit this information from 
the annual security report and the Web-based data collection.  

Personally identifiable 
information prohibition 
citation 
34 CFR 668.46(c)(5) 

Note that, while unlikely, it is possible that a statistic 
may identify an individual. This could occur, for example, if 
your institution has only one disabled individual in its campus 
community and you report an on-campus hate crime 
categorized by a disability bias. (See directly below for more 
information on hate crimes.) For this reason, we recommend 
that you add a caveat to the entire statistical disclosure section 
stating that reported crimes may involve individuals not 
associated with the institution. 

Hate Crimes  
Hate crimes citation 
34 CFR 668.46(c)(3) 

The second category of statistics you must disclose after 
criminal offenses is hate crimes. A hate crime is a criminal 
offense committed against a person or property which is 
motivated, in whole or in part, by the offender’s bias. Bias is a 
preformed negative opinion or attitude toward a group of 
persons based on their race, gender, religion, disability, sexual 
orientation or ethnicity/national origin.  

Although there are many possible categories of bias, 
under Clery, only the following six categories are reported: 

• Race. A preformed negative attitude toward a group 
of persons who possess common physical 
characteristics (e.g., color of skin, eyes, and/or hair; 
facial features, etc.) genetically transmitted by 
descent and heredity, which distinguish them as a 
distinct division of humankind (e.g., Asians, blacks, 
whites).  

• Gender. A preformed negative opinion or attitude 
toward a group of persons because those persons are 
male or female.  

The Clery Act does 
not require crimes 
to be reported 
anonymously. It 
prohibits 
personally 
identifiable 
information from 
being included in 
your institution’s 
disclosure of crime 
statistics. 
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